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Best Practices in Literacy Instruction
SEVENTH EDITION

Edited by Lesley Mandel Morrow, PhD, Ernest Morrell, PhD, and Heather Kenyon 
Casey, PhD

Foreword by Gholnecsar (Gholdy) E. Muhammad, PhD
Afterword by Cornelius Minor

“At a time when access to literacy should be commonplace, we continue to witness historic 
inequities. The seventh edition of this foundational text takes readers on a much-needed 
journey into the literacy lives of children from diverse backgrounds. It shares
evidence-based, innovative ideas from multiple experts in the field. I often remind my 
students that, when it comes to children's learning, 'You must reach them to teach them!' This 
book provides guidance on how to reach all children—and effectively teach them.”
— Gwendolyn Thompson McMillon, PhD, Professor of Literacy and Coordinator, 
Literacy, Culture, and Language Doctoral Program, Oakland University

This authoritative text and PreK–12 teacher resource is now in a substantially revised 
seventh edition with 80% new material, foregrounding advances in inclusive, equitable 
instruction. Teachers are guided through every major component of reading, as well as 
assessment, motivation, teaching bilingual learners, strengthening connections with families 
and communities, and more. The book presents principles and strategies for teaching 
literature and nonfiction texts, organizing and differentiating instruction, supporting 
struggling readers, and promoting digital literacy. Pedagogical features include 
chapter-opening bulleted previews of key points; reviews of the research evidence; 
recommendations for best practices in action, with examples from exemplary classrooms; 
and end-of-chapter engagement activities.
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