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Examples: Read Alouds 

51

Read Alouds & Discussion Questions
Identity: What did you learn about African 
people? 
Skills: What do the vocabulary words mean? 
enslaved; freedom; plateau; joy; determination   
Intellectualism: What year were Africans 
captured and forced to the United States? What 
examples of harms happened?

Criticality: What is oppression? How was in 
observed in the story? 

Joy: How did African people express happiness, 
self-love, and joy? 
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Identity: Langston wears ballet slippers and a basketball jersey 
and shorts to dance in. What do you wear to feel comfortable or 
be able to dance or move?

Skills:What do the illustrations tell you about how Langston 
feels whenever he is dancing? (RL.K.7, RL.1.7, RL.2.7)

Intellect:What is a stereotype? How does it limit the way we 
think about each other?

Criticality:When another child says, “Boys don’t dance like 
that”, Langston replies, “They do too. I’ve seen them!” What 
would you do if someone says that a group of people isn’t 
allowed to or shouldn’t do something? Why is it important to 
speak up when you hear a stereotype?

Joy:What kind(s) of dance would you like to watch? What kind 
of dance looks fun to try?

(Kindergarten - 2nd Grade)

Joy as Art, Music & 
Creativity
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Identity: What message is important to you that you want 
to share with other people?

Skills: What events and ideas led Ben Shahn to create art? 
(RI.4.3, RI.5.3)

Intellect: What does justice mean? What examples of 
justice and injustice do you see in the world?

Criticality: In addition to creating art, what other ways can 
people stand up for justice?

Joy: How can art be liberating? How is justice connected to 
love?

Joy as Abolition and 
Justice
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Examples: PK-2
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Identity: Students will be able to understand the role they play in sustaining the environment.

Skills: Students will be able to verbally identify the differences between two images

State Learning Standards: 

● 2.C.ECa Interact with a variety of types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems, rhymes, songs). 
● 12.A.ECb Show an awareness of changes that occur in oneself and the environment 

Intellectualism: Students will learn how to recycle. 

Criticality: Students will see the unequal affect that garbage pollutants have on different communities. 

Joy: Students will be able to answer: How recycling shows love to the world and their communities? 

Recycling 
(Pre-K)
Science & Language Arts
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Parent/Family/Caregiver 
Connection:
● Caregivers will be responsible 

for providing the water bottle 
for the project.

● Caregivers will be given 
instructions on how to care 
for their student’s new plant.

Social Action:
• Students will create posters 

about recycling to hang around 
their school.

• Students will be provided with 
this poster and will be given full 
artistic liberty
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Identity: Students will think about names 
and the meanings of their names.

Skill: Students will learn how to write their 
names. 

Intellect: Students will learn about naming 
traditions across different cultures.

Criticality: Students will identify ways some 
names are treated differently and unfairly in 
society. 

Joy:  Students will describe the stories and 
memories associated with their names.

Home & Family 
Connection: 

What are our 
families’ beloved 

names?
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Identity: Students will observe geometric shapes in their city 
and communities. 

Skills: Students will learn geometric concepts of shapes and 
decompositions of shapes 

Intellect: Students learn about community and its many forms. 

Criticality: Students will learn the importance of maintaining 
and caring for community so that life could be sustained 
(strengthened).

Joy: Students will describe what they like best about their 
communities. 

Home & Family Connection: 
As a family, make a list of places that you 

love to visit in your community
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Identity: Students will learn how to use their voices to 
stop bullying.

Skills: Students will learn how to apply several 
comprehension skills to a text.
•RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.

Intellect: Students will understand what bullying is and 
how to prevent it. 

Criticality: Students will create an anti-bullying poster 
to promote a safer school climate.  

Joy: Students will share their posters in a gallery walk  
with their peers and school community. 
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Examples: 3-5
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Identity: Students will discover if they like to hike and be outdoors with nature.

Skill: Students will learn how to reason abstractly and measure trails/distance quantitatively. 
(Math)

Intellect: Students will learn about #BlackHikersWeek.

Criticality: Students will learn why it is important to see people of color and people with 
different abilities in outdoor spaces. 

Joy:  Students will learn how nature can elevate happiness. 

Home & Family Connection:
As a family, what type of outdoor activities do we enjoy? Draw a model of the trail of my family’s hike this summer.

#BlackHikersWeek
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Identity: Students will explain how skin colour is unique 
and how our own differences need to be celebrated each 
and every day.

Skills: Students will answer questions based on different 
texts  and identify the audience and the author’s intended 
purpose/message. 

Intellectualism: Students will learn about pigmentation 
and melanin and define beauty from different perspectives.

Criticality: Students will think critically & discuss 
colourism and how some skin tones have led to oppression. 

Joy: Students will learn how all skin tones are beautiful.
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How did Bellen feel 
when the skin 
colour crayon did 
not match her skin 
tone?

- Crayon Activist, Age 9

64
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67

As people, we are constantly 
learning and unlearning.  We 

discover, design or change 
items every day.  

Check out this new colour of 
blue that was just discovered!  

What might you call it? 
(How will you make sure your 
label is inclusive?)
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● What has BAND-AID learned?
● This is a brand new product. Why do you think it took 

companies, and people, this long to learn?
● What other companies/products could use a change?
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What is the author’s 
message?
Why did the author 
write this?
How does this book 
celebrate our 
differences?

70

The Science of Skin Colour
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Music Connection

After listening to Beyoncé’s 
Brown Skin Girl, 
students can create their own 
music and write their own 
lyrics celebrating their own 
skin. 
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Examples: Middle School
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EXAMPLE OF SCIENCE REPORT 
Dissolving Sugar 

Aim: 
To compare how much sugar will dissolve in hot water  
and cold water. 
 
Hypothesis: 
More sugar dissolves in hot water than it does in cold water.  
 
Materials: 

Heatproof mat Beaker 
Bunsen burner tripod 
gauze mat water 
Stirring rod Sugar 
matches spatula 

 
 
Method: 
1. 100 ml of cold water was added to a beaker.  
2. One spatula of sugar was added to the water and stirred 
until it dissolved.  
3. More sugar was added and the mixture stirred continually 
until no more could dissolve. The final amount of sugar which 
dissolved in cold water was recorded.  
4. The mixture of sugar and water was heated with a Bunsen 
burner for 4 minutes. 
5. More sugar was added and the mixture stirred continually 
until no more could dissolve. The total amount of sugar that 
could be dissolved was recorded.  
 

 stirring rod 
 

   
 beaker 

 water & sugar  
 
 
           gauze mat 
 
     tripod 

Bunsen burner  
 

Heatproof mat 
 
 
 
  
 

Hypothesis 
is a 
prediction 
of the result 
of the 
experiment.  
Written in 
present 
tense.  

List of all the 
materials 
(including 
ingredients 
and 
equipment), 
that are 
required for 
this 
experiment.  

Method 
consists of 
each step, 
written in 
sequential 
order and 
are 
numbered 
or in dot 
points. 
Written in 
the past 
tense.  
 

The diagram 
visually shows 
how the 
experiment 
took place.   
Labelling of 
the diagram 
shows what 
materials 
were used 
and how the 
experiment 
was set up.   

Aim states 
the purpose. 
It is written in 
the present 
tense. 
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Results:  
 
 
 
 
   
 
Discussion: 
More sugar was dissolved in the hot water than in the  
cold water. A thermometer could have been used to 
measure the temperature of the water. The amount of sugar 
could have been measured more accurately by adding 
smaller amount at a time.  
 
Conclusion:  
Three times as much sugar dissolves in hot water as in cold 
water.  

 
 

Water Dissolved Sugar (spatulas) 
Cold 2 
Hot  6 

Results are 
usually 
presented in a 
table format.  
It’s a recording 
of what was 
observed or 
measured 
during the 
experiment. Discussion 

addresses 
specific 
issues that 
occurred 
during the 
experiment. 
Written in 
past tense   

The conclusion is short 
statement directly related to 
the aim. This should be written 
in the past tense.   

Identity:  Students will record and analyze their daily sugar intake and 
compare it to normed data for health. 

Skills: Students will learn about the  sugar molecule, sucrose and how to 
dissolve sugar through an experiment. 

Intellectualism: Students will learn the origins of sugar and where it is 
grown. 

Criticality: Students will learn about the harms of overprocessed sugar 
on the physical body. 

Joy: Students will learn about the benefits of natural sugar on the body.
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Identity: Students will identify themselves as a creator of video games to learn about the diversity 
background in the gaming industry. Students will analyze the salaries of different professionals in the 
the gaming industry. 

Skills: Students will compare the revenue of the gaming industry by finding the percent of a number. 

Intellectualism: Students will learn more about the gaming industry as it relates to growth and 
revenue throughout the years.  

Criticality: Students will learn how different ethnicities are represented in the gaming industry and 
in the games.

Joy: Students will present/create/brainstorm a game they would like to make and present to the 
class. Home & Family Connection: 

As a family, discuss the different types of video games you’ve played. What’s your experience with video games?

76

LAYERED TEXT 

The Economics of a 

Video Game By Kathryn 

Hulick
Infographic of Game 
Developer Salaries

Infographic -
Console Prices 

Through the Years 
(1977-2013)
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LAYERED TEXT 
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Examples: High School
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ELAGSE11-12L3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening.

Identity: Students will identify the different kinds of English accents and “slang” that they learned in 
their lives and that they have heard. 

Skills: Students will make observations about and interpret various texts and multimedia that use 
different forms of English across cultures, regions, dialects, and countries.

Intellectualism: Students will learn about “Global Englishes,” the variety of forms of expression in 
the English language alone, including African American Englishes, Spanglish (Chicano Spanglish & 
Puerto Rican Spanglish, Konglish, indigenous Englishes, and Jamaican Patois).  

Criticality: Students will evaluate the impact that British colonialism had on the expansion of the 
English empire, the English language, and Global South and minoritized peoples. They will also 
deconstruct notions of “good” and “bad” English. 

Joy: Students will write a poem discussing their favorite words in their Englishes and other 
languages.  
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Identity: Students will learn about the genius of African American people and 
their innovations through education, arts, healthcare and other fields/domains. 
Which examples of Black genius do we still use today? 

Skills: Students will learn how to read, analyze and critique primary source 
documents. 

Intellectualism: Students will learn about Juneteenth and the ways in which 
Black people built the United States. How can we honor this history? What’s the 
difference between the label of calling Black people “slaves” vs.  “enslaved”? Describe 
how our Black ancestors are genius.

Criticality: Students will learn the concepts of justice, liberation and freedom 
and the history of oppression in the United States. How can we learn from this 
history to advance lives today? What can we do to ensure that oppressive histories 
aren’t replicated?

Joy- Students will consider the joy that we experience when we are all truly 
free (not just some). How is freedom and justice connected to happiness?

Home & Family/Caregiver 
Connection: 

As a family, discuss ways we 
can celebrate Juneteenth by 

honoring the freedom, genius 
and joy of Black people in the 
United States. Who celebrates 
Juneteenth, who doesn’t? Why?

(examples: support Black 
business, engage in family reads, 

learn the history together, 
etc..)
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Identity: Students will explore and come to understand relationship with 
time (individual vs. their communities)

Skills: Students will be able to describe in Spanish how they spend their 
time

Intellect: Students will come to understand how time has been measured 
and perceived differently across cultures ( geographically, temporally)

Criticality: Students will reflect on the impact western European 
measurements and domination of time have had on the rest of globe and 
other methods of existing in time

Joy: Students will gain ownership of their time and become mindful of 
how they find joy in their time, by sharing what they enjoy doing with 
their time

HOME & FAMILY CONNECTION

Try to spend time doing something NEW with the 
people important in your lives

Describe in Spanish how you spent time with the 
people who are important to you

Piedra del Sol, unknown, 1250/1500

Vanitas - Still Life with Books and Manuscripts and a Skull, 
Edwaert Collier, 1663

Salvador Dalí, “The Persistence of Memory,” 1931

Melting Men: Néle Azevedo

The Dialogue: Mineko Grimmer

Luxor Temple Obelisk, built during the reign of Ramesses II 

(c.1279-1213 B.C.E.)

Stonehenge, appx. 3000 BC to 2000 BC

*About Time: Fashion and Duration (Extended Exhibition 
Preview) | Met Fashion
Arlene Shechet: Sculpting Time | Art21 "Extended Play"

*William Kentridge: "Breathe" | Art21 "Extended Play"
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https://youtu.be/wVHyyjvBvaI
https://youtu.be/wVHyyjvBvaI
https://youtu.be/I7zKM7gDw54
https://youtu.be/ja4Wk7g6sdE

